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COURSE COMPACT 

Faculty: Faculty of Social Science 

Department: Political Science & International Relations 

Programme:  B.Sc (Hons)   Political Science & International Relations 

Course Code: IRL 113/POS 112  

Course Title:  Introduction to African Politics 

Units:   2 

Course Lecturer: Mr. Edidiong Samuel Akpabio 

Semester/Session: First 

Session: 2020/2021  

Location:  

 

A. Overview of Course 

 

The course introduction to African politics introduces students to themes in African 

politics and enlightens them on the character and nature of African politics. It introduces 

to the fresh students of African politics key concepts they will come across in the course 

of the discipline. It engages concepts such as pre-colonialism, 

colonialism,nationalism,democracy and constitutionalism in its analysis. It also examines 

contending models of government to democracy, the one party system agenda and 

military incursion in African politics as they alter the configuration of the state system. 

The lectures will discuss the concept and nature of Africa’s political economy while 

analyzing the mechanism and impact of neo-colonialism on the region. It will initiate 

discourses bothering on race and gender and situate Africa in the light of this issues. The 

discussions will help the students have a firm grasp of African politics and be in good 

stead to proffer solutions to the myriad of problems confronting the continent. 

 

 

      Course Objectives/ Goals 

After the series of intensive class discussions and teaching, the students are expected to know 

the following: 

➢ Meaning and nature of African Politics 

➢ Be able to define and conceptualize the nature of African politics. 

➢ Understand the influence of colonialism on the nature and character of African politics. 
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➢ Be in good stead to appreciate nationalist agitations in Africa and the manner of colonial 

disengagement. 

➢ Have a good grasp of the interplay of economic interest, external forces and political 

events on the continent. 

➢ Be able to explain the viability of military regimes vis-à-vis democratic governments. 

➢ Attain sufficient level of knowledge on the advocacy for one party system in Africa. 

➢ Have a good understanding of why African states are marginal players in global affairs. 

 

B. Methods of Lecture Delivery/ Teaching Aids 

Use of multimedia projector 

Intensive Class Discussions 

Periodic Tutorials and Student Presentations 

Excursions (as the case may be) 

 

C. Course Outlines 

 

Module I – Background to African politics/Colonialism & Nationalism 

Week 1: Nature and character of African politics/politics in pre-colonial Africa 

Week 2: Origins & Problems of African politics 

Week 3: Meaning and Nature of colonialism  

Week 4: Africa and the colonial metropoles/problems and legacies of colonialism 

Week 5: Meaning and nature of nationalism/nationalism and decolonization process 
 

 

     MID-SEMESTER TEST 

Module 11-  Neo-colonialism & African Economy 

Week 6:Neo-colonialism; impacts and meanings and features 

Week 7: The political economy of African states/The doctrine/reality of African socialism 

 

Module III – Political instability and African democracy 

Week 8: One party rule in Africa/Military in African politics  

Week 9: Contending models of government in Africa/democracy and constitutionalism 

Week 10: Instability and crises of succession in Africa 

 

Module IV –  Race, Gender Relations and World Order 

Week 11: Racism(Apartheid and its defeats)in South Africa/Gender politics in Africa 

Week 12: Situating Africa in International Affairs/Globalization 
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Structure of the Program/ Methods of Grading 

Class Presentation: 10 marks 

Assignment:10 marks 

Mid-semester Test: 10 marks 

Total Continuous Assessment Marks: 30% 

End of Semester Examination: 70% 

Total Score: 100% 

 

 

Ground Rules & Regulations 

There will be two hours of lectures every week. Attendance to lectures is compulsory for all 

registered students and a basic requirement of 75% is expected for qualification to write 

exams. 

 

NOTE: THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP TESTS OR ASSIGNMENTS AT ANY GIVEN 

POINT. YOU ARE THEREFORE ADVISED TO MAKE YOURSELF AVAILABLE FOR 

ALL FORMS OF EXAMINATIONS. 

Topic for Term Paper Assignment 

The topics for the term paper will be decided as the lectures proceed. It is expected that they will 

evolve naturally from the class discussions and debates. The students will be given ample time to 

develop the term paper and subsequently submit for assessment. 

 

 

Alignment with Trinity University Core Values 

 

This course fundamentally introduces the students to a basic understanding of African politics 

that helps to shape their understanding of contemporary African problems. It is important in 

aiding capacity building process of the students in the field of Political science 

 

 Contemporary Issues/ Industry Relevance 

A careful study and analysis of political systems and issues confronting African governments 

will put students in good stead to contribute to the policy regime of their respective governments, 

leading to the production of a crop of individuals who can contribute to their society, thus 

fulfilling the ultimate aim of the original idea behind the principle of social contract. 

 

Recommended Reading 

1. Afolabi,A.A (2008)Foundation of Political Science,Ababa Press Ibadan 

2. Adamolekun,C(2002),Public Administration in Africa,Ibadan,Spectrum Books Limited\ 
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3. Smith,B.C(2003),Understanding Third World Politics,Palgrave,New York:Macmillan 


